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journal homepage: http://ees.elsevier.com/epagOBITUARYFondly remembering Professor Hussein Kamel BahaeldinProfessor Hussein Kamel Bahaeldin, fondly known by many
as Dr. Hussein, died recently. It is with heavy heart and deep
sorrow, I share in grieving the passing of this remarkable indi-
vidual while celebrating his life and extraordinary work. Dr.
Hussein spent his life fighting for significant causes with
tremendous commitment and dedication to Egypt and most
particularly to the youth of Egypt. He possessed strategic
vision, tremendous stamina, perseverance of will, and motiva-
tion to serve.
Dr. Hussein began involvement in public causes shortly
after graduation from medical school. As a young graduate,
he responded to the 1956 attack on Egypt by interrupting his
medical career and joining the popular uprising against the
invaders. That spontaneous reaction launched his public
career. In those days, he was the disciple of Dr. Mohamed
El Nabawy El Mohandess who became one of the most promi-
nent physicians to ever serve as Minister of Health in Egypt.
Dr. Hussein followed in the footsteps of his mentor. When
the Charter of Egypt’s 1952 Revolution was presented to the
National Congress of People Power, Dr. Hussein was one of
few Professors in the Cairo Medical School who were electedPeer review under responsibility of Egyptian Pediatric Association
Gazette.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.epag.2016.09.001in 1961 as a member of the Congress. It was that event that
introduced me to Dr. Hussein as I was the medical student
elected for the same Congress. Since that time long ago, I have
worked closely with him, irrespective of his multiple positions
in government and regardless of the geographic distances that
separated us.
My closest association with Dr. Hussein was during the
years he led the most significant political movement of the
1960’s in Egypt. He championed the pioneering efforts to
develop a youth organization based on an in-depth under-
standing of leadership, strategy and purpose to shape the
future of Egypt The way the youth organization was perceived
and implemented will remain one of the shining lights in the
path to develop a better future for Egypt. Dr. Hussein worked
tirelessly to cultivate a cadre of competent young leaders to
‘‘make a difference.” It was an unfortunate development that
following the 1967 war, Dr. Hussein was moved out from his
leadership position in the youth organization. But because he
was a nationalist with deep trust in the leadership of Egypt
at that time and with dedication to Egypt’s future, he accepted
the decision with grace and pride.
Following a couple of assignments in Egypt and in Ger-
many, he returned to the Department of Pediatrics at Cairo
University where his scientific and intellectual leadership blos-
somed. During the period he chaired the Department and hos-
pital, he worked tirelessly to reshape both. He led the building
of a state-of-the-art pediatric hospital to replace the century-
old institution. Subsequently, he was asked to serve as Minister
of Education and had one of the longest and most distin-
guished tenures in that position. In spite of financial difficul-
ties, he managed to lead a dramatic upgrading of primary
and secondary education. Several of the landmarks of that per-
iod included digitalization of educational activities as well as
institution of appropriate pedagogical principles. When he
stepped down from his ministerial post, he proceeded to
resume his focus on children and their welfare. He chaired
and championed the activities of the Egyptian Pediatric Asso-
ciation and expanded its educational and professional role
within the medical community and beyond. He is credited
for expanding its reach to other Arabic speaking countries as
well as many non-Arabic countries.
Dr. Hussein was a landmark and role model for several
generations of Egyptians. He was gracious, kind, intellectually
superior and able to reflect all these features in multiple
104 Obituarypublications. The many books he authored are a testament of
his intellectual and scientific acumen. His abilities to see
beyond the immediate and articulate a clear future vision were
legendary. Egypt has lost one of her great intellectual stars. His
most organized way of thinking and providing analyses will be
dearly missed. He combined many unique capabilities always
perceptive and visionary.
My association and friendship with Dr. Hussein lasted
55 years. He was my mentor, my hero and the best of friends.
I had the honor of being adopted as a member of his family.
Dr. Hussein was an exquisitely fine person. He was gentle
yet tough, humble yet strong and commanded the respectand admiration of many. His kindness and empathy for me
and countless others will never be forgotten.
Dr. Hussein is survived by his long standing spouse
and companion who is a leader in her own right and his
son Khaled, a distinguished Pediatric Surgeon and 3
grandchildren.
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